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FLYERS TO THE HOOK 
By Joseph O. Osgood 
Part. I7 


On December 31, 1887, the Jersey Central came out of bankruptcy under the 
guidance of John Rogers Maxwell. Successful in many activities, maxwell was 
outstanding as a yachtsman, in both sail and steam. He had designed and sailed 
his ow boats in youth, and had never lost his love of fine ships. As his wealth 
increased, his steam yachts, built to his own plans, were among the finest of 
their time. When JESSE HOYT was to be replaced, he worked with the Central's 
naval architect, H. C. Wintringham, to produce a ship to carry out the fine tra- 
dition of the line. The William Cramp & Sons Ship & Engine Building Company con- 
tracted to build one steamship, according to plans submitted, in a workmanlike 
manner, with sufficient boilers to generate 3000 ihp. The railroad agreed to 
pay a total sum of $200,000 as work progressed. 
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MONMOUTH outbound for the Hook 
--Graham Marine Photo 


One hazy morning in June,1888, MON- | records of its design had been lost. 
MOUTH 92022 slipped unnoticed into New | This was pure fiction: the original sail 
York and tied up at the Jersey Central | loft notes by which her hull was con- 
terminal at Communipaw. A few days | structed are now in the possession of 
later she joined ST. JOHNS on the Sandy | a Steamship Historical Society member. 
Hook run and was at once proclaimed MONMOUTH's instant popularity in- 
Queen of the Harbor. She was the first | duced the railroad to contract for a 
propeller on the line, having twin | sister ship tohave even greater speed. 
screws, an iron hull, and high maste, | The Cramps would give no guarantee that 
which set off her yachtlike lines. | they could build a faster ship of her 
These masts did not go into her hull, | size--MONMOUTH had all the power that 
and set up so much vibration in rough | could be crowded into her sleek hull. 
weather that they had to be removed to | Harlan & Hollingsworth, however,gladly 
prevent damage to the ship. took the contract, giving a written 

Because of her speed, a legend | guarantee to build a ship capable of 
grew that MONMOUTH's hull hadbeen laid | beating MONMOUTH's time between New 
out by an unnamed genius and that all, York and Sandy Hook. To accomplish 
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Builder's photo 


this, the new hull was widened to allow 
additional boiler capacity. 

In the spring of 1889, SANDY HOOK 
116264 went on the run to the Hook. 
After MONMOUTH's masts were removed, it 
was hard to tell the tvo apart at a lite 
tle distance. But SANDY HOOK could not 
beat her older sieter for more than a 
short distance. She never equalled 
MONMOUTH's time to the Hook. 

In 1891, the government served 
notice that it would use Sandy Hook as 
@ proving ground for big guns and that 
the reilroad must go. A rail connec- 
tion was built from Highland Beach on 
the Long Brench & Sea Shore to At- 
lantic Highlands, where a new pier was 
erected. At the end of the 1891 season, 
the terminus on Sandy Hook was aban- 


doned,and the next spring the Atlantic 
Highlands pier was put in use. 


The fine service maintained by 
the Sandy Hook steamers made them very 
populer with the wealthy summer resi- 
dents of the Jersey shore. Staterooms 
were rented by the season and, once ac- 
quired, were prized possessions. The 
few available each season were let on 
sealed bids, bringing prices up to 
$400 for the three-month season. 

Soon after the turn of the cen- 
tury, a larger, faster boat was needed 
to replace the sidewheeler ST. JOHNS-- 
a big order, for the latter was still 
credited with the fastest run from New 
York to the Hook and could take up the 
schedule of either of the propellers 
without causing noticeable delay. Cramp 
took the contract for the new steamer, 
to be completed in May, 1903, to be 40 
feet longer than MONMOUTH, and to have 
a guaranteed speed of 20 knots. 

With no intention of letting this 
beauty slip into port unnoticed, the 
Jersey Central announced that she would 
be named ASBURY PARK, and took a party 
of prominent citizens by special train 
to attend the launching. Arrangements 
had been made for a double ceremony: be- 
sides the breaking of the traditional 
bottle of champagne, a basket of doves, 
attached to the flagstaff, was to be 
released as she moved down the ways. 
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As the party took its 

place in the launching stand, 

a couple of crass young men 
made a hasty inspection of 
the hull and were surprised 
to find a radical departure 
from the lines of MONMOUTH. 
An obliging engineer ex- 
Plained that the bulge in 

; the hull amidship was the 
latest thing in naval design 
and would shortly revolu- 
tionize ship construction. The bulge 
would push the water gently away from 
the hull, allowing it to rush against 
the back of the bulge, thrusting the 
ship forward. The young men heard the 
engineer's words of wisdom while putting 
their doubts away for future reference. 

As the last timber was sawed away 
the ship began to move and Miss Mable 
Winsor broke the bottle of champagne. 
Six white doves were released and cir- 
cled over the ship before alighting on 
it--a very good omen, according to the 
Japanese. At the luncheon which fol- 
lowed, speeches were made by Charles H. 
Cramp and by representatives of Asbury 
Park and the Jersey Central. - 

Early in June, 1903, ASBURY PARK 
107848 was ready for her speed trials 
and delivery. <A party of railroad offi- 
cials, distinguished guests, shipbuild- 
ers, engineers, technicians, and plain 
free-riders was on hand for the occa- 
sion. Cramp's trial commander, Captain 
Rainsford Bucknam (later Bucknam Pasha 
of the Royal Ottoman Navy) was in com- 
mand. The first destination was Dela- 
ware Breakwater. That night at dinner, 
toasts to the new ship, her builders, 
her owners, and their cash customers 
were washed down with enough liquor to 
float a ship twice her size. 

Next morning,ASBURY PARK anchored 
behind the Breakwater while her fires 
were cleaned and final preparations 
made for her speed trial. The engine 
room was full of engineers with record- 
ing instruments, the decks crowded with 
naval architects, slide rules in hand. 
The contract called for a continuous 
run of four hours at 20 knots. It was 
agreed to run over the trial course un- 
til the number of revolutions necessary 
to maintain that speed was determined, 
then to head for New York, keeping the 
engines at that number of revolutions 
for four hours. After the first run 
over the course, it was announced that 
188 was the magic number. 

A second run over the course, and 
faces lost their smiles as officers 
hurried to the boiler rooms to inspect 
the fires. To makea long story short, 
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she could not 
steam. A trip to 
for Pocahontas coal did no 
good. After a week of ex- 
perimenting,she was brought 
to New York. 

Once there, she became 
a sensation. Newspaper men 
and prominent personages 
were wined and dined on her, 
and the citizens of Asbury 
Park presented her with a 
great silver loving cup. When she went 
into service, she made another kind of 
sensation among the towboat men and a= 
long the docks. The bulge inher sides 
may heave pushed the water gently away 
from her hull, but then that water kept 
going, to form a displacement wave of 
magnificent proportions, which parted 
towlines and wrecked small boats miles 
awaye The railroad's legal eagles were 
kept busy settling claims. Engineers 
with wave-gauges, stationed at various 
points around the harbor, reported that 
ASBURY PARK threwa more destructive 
wave than any ocean liner. The climax 
came when she sent an eleven-foot wave 
over the Battery seawall one Sunday 
afternoon and washed people off the 
benches. Then her captain developed 
hallucinations and had to be removed, 
while her engineer walked ashore one 


hold her 
Norfolk 


morning and reported to the steamboat 
inspectors that she was about to blow up. 


Something had to be done, and 
quickly. Early in 1906, she was sent to 
Wilmington to have her Scotch boilers 
removed and watertube boilers installed 
to lighten her and cut down her wave. 
The forced draft system of blowing air 
into her airtight boiler room was dis- 
carded and forced draft in the stacks 
was installed, which gave her an eerie 
appearance at night with flames shoot- 
ing from the funnel tops. 

Returning from Wilmington, ASBURY 


ASBURY PARK at Wilmington 


--Author's collection 
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PARK anchored behind Delaware Breakwa- 
ter for the night, during which an in- 
experienced watertender pumped the 
fresh water overboard, mistaking it for 
bilgewater. All fires were drawn, ex- 
cept one tosupply steam for the anchor 
winch. A lifeboat crew found the tug 
IVANHOE in the morning mist, and en- 
gaged her to tow the PARK to the water 
dock at Lewes. 

For the next ten years the three 
two-stackers covered the Sandy Hook 
Route. ST. JOHNS was kept a few sea-= 
sons, for excursion work and for extra 
Sunday and holiday service on the line. 
She was then sold and rebuilt as BOM- 
BAY, later becoming TOLCHESTER and run- 
ning out of Baltimore until she burned 
in 1941. 

By 1918, business had fallen off 
and two boats were ample to meet the 
company's needs. ASBURY PARK was sold 
to the Monticello Steamship Company of 
San Francisco for $375,000, and made 
the trip out through the Panama canal 
under her own power. After conversion 
and service as the auto ferry CITY OF 
SACRAMENTO, she is now (1951) in the 
reserve fleet of the Black Ball Line on 
Puget Sound. While she ran on San Fran- 
cisco Bay, officers at Mare Island Navy 
Yard complained ofher displacement wave 
and asked that she slow down in passing. 

Like all other rail and steamboat 
lines, The Sandy Hook Route was seri- 
ously affected by the increasing use of 
the automobile. Asrepairs to its aging 
boats increased, serious consideration 
was given to abandoning the line. In 
winter quarters, in 1931, SANDY HOOK 
caught fire and sank in shallow water, 
badly damaged. The insurance money was 
used to rebuild her along modern lines 
and she was placed in service the fol- 
lowing season featuringa "Dinner-sail" 
in the evening. 

After MORRO CASTLE burned off the 
Jersey coast in September, 1954, the 
government went hog-wild on safety re- 
quirements. The Sandy Hook boats had 
never had a serious accident, yet now 
it would be necessary to spend many 
thousand llars on them if they were 
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THE BIRTH OF A FERRY ROUTE 
by Clifford S. Hawkins 


In the years just before the first world war,I was superintending engineer 
of New York City's municipal ferry system. ly “headquarters" were at St. George, 
Staten Island; my residence, in Bay Ridge, Long Island. Since no regular means 
existed for crossing directly between the two islands, I spent over three hours 
a day in going to and from work, on a roundabout route involving ten miles of 


streetcar and ferry travel each way. 
Determined to "do something about 
it," I quietly undertook a private in- 
vestigation of the potential traffic 
which a ferry,plying direct across New 
York Bay between the two islands, might 
develop. The automobile was just then 
blossoming forth as the popular means 
of "touring"; hence,that sort of traf- 
fic wouldbe mostly seasonal. Foot pas- 
sengers would be in the minority. I 
reached the conclusion that one ferry- 
boat, operating about ten months df the 
year, would be enough to begin with. 
Having stimulated the idea, I 
found my biggest problem that of locat- 
ing suitable and convenient termina} 
sites. This was an even more important 
consideration than the financing of the 
project. Some interested "outsiders" 
aided in forming the Brooklyn & Rich- 
mond Ferry Company. With legal assist- 
ance, we found that the city charter 
commissioner the right 
to issue "temporary" permits--even for 
a veriod of years--for the operation 
of ferries, pending formal award of a 
proper "lease" by the common council. 
Several previous attempts had been 
made, on such permits, to afford ferry 
service between Long and Staten Is- 
lands;but each had failed after only a 
short trial -the time hadnot been ripe. 
Through a "blind" a permit was 
secured to operate a ferry across New 
York Bay inside of the Narrows--no spe- 
cific termini being stipulated. aAr- 
rangements were made in the same manner 
for use of a portion of the south side 
of Bay Ridge Landing. OnStaten Island 
it was notso easy. Not one vacant wa- 
terfront spot existed anywhere from 
the Narrows up to St.George! The most 
logical place seemed to be St. George 
itself, terminus of the renowned Staten 
Island Ferry from Whitehall Street, New 
York, and also of all the highways, 
tramways, and railways in the Borough 
of Richmond. The City had a number 
of lay-up slips for its ferries adja- 
cent to the big terminal--and I deter- 
mined, so to speak, to preempt the slip 
closest to the "house." 
| Things began to materialize. An 
abandoned clubhouse situated at the 
foot of 56th Street,Brooklyn, was pro- 


gave the dock 


GARDEN CITY --Eldredge Collection 


cured and moved intact by a marine sal- 
vaging outfit, which placed it on crib- 
work at the Bay Ridge Landing to serve 
as waiting room there. A single slip 
was set in at an angle, with necessary 
appurtenances, and the Long Island ter- 
minal was complete. In the meanwhile, 
a small building toserve as the Staten 
Island "house" was built at Bay Ridge 
and placed on wooden skids, as were 
several sections of portable fence. 
The Long Island Railroad had only 
recently closed down one of its Hast 
River ferry lines, andhence had a sur- 
plus of double-enders. GARDEN CITY 
85425,a single-deck, iron-hulled side- 
wheeler built in 1872 by Roach's Dela- 
ware River Iron Shipbuilding and Engine 
Works at Chester, Pennsylvania, was 
chartered from them,to be delivered on 
a certain date with their own angineer. 
Very early on that date, she came 
down from Long Island City and put in 
at Bay Ridge. A double team of horses 
drew the small wooden "house" aboard, 
and also the fence sections. Some work- 
men with tools and supplies followed, 
and then one vehicle and a single "yay- 
ing" passenger went on. Without fan- 
fare (no reporters being present), GAR- 
DEN CITY shoved off for Staten Island. 
Shortly after four o'clock on the 
morning of July 3, 1912, the good fer- 
ryboat shoved her broad,blunt nose in- 
to the "preempted" lay-up slip at St. 
George, and discharged her rather mixed 
cargo. The sectional fence was rushed 
ashore and spiked in position so as to 
enclose a desired area before the slip. 
The "house" was dragged off too, and, 
before any of the employees about the 
St. George terminal realized what was 
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happening, GARDEN CITY started off for 
Bay Ridge, carrying one vehicle and one 
foot-passenger. She then began making 
regular trips, on the hour from Brook- 
lyn and on thehalf-hour from Richmond. 

When the city fathers got wind of 
the birth of another ferry route, they 
promptly went up in arms and sought |] present by Electric Ferries, Inc., 
judicial action to prevent the line's | with which I have no connection. 
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operation. They did not succeed, how- 
ever, for various civic and mercantile 
bodies immediately came to the rescue, 
certifying that it was a public con- 
venience and a necessity to them. The 
Brooklyn & Richmond Ferry still carries 
on today, being leased and operated at 


By Roy L. Barkhau 


Back in Grandfather's day, when a trip to Europe was reserved for the 
wealthy or for those on errands of absolute necessity, the most popular vacation 
trip on the American continent was the journey down the Wississippi River to New 
Orleans. That exotic and glamorous city was more European than American. The 
trip to and from it was both an enjoyment and an education. A man was consid- 
ered not much of a traveler inthose days if he had not made the liississippi trip. 

There were two principal routes: one from St. Louis andone from Cincinnati. 
The latter was often favored, since it began closer to the eastern seaboard. As 
for the land journey from home to the port of departure, it was something to be 
endured,not enjoyed. From both St. Louis and Cincinnati lines of palatial side- 
wheel and sternwheel steamboats ran on regular schedule to New Orleans. But one 
tripa year was set apart: thellardi Gras trip. It was usually a sell-out affair, 
for people wanted towitness the strange carnival "doings" in that foreign town. 
Through the years, the cruise became traditional, and even today the last pas- 
senger packet on the inland river system makes an annual iiardi Gras trip. 

The steamboat DELTA QUEEN was ad- | (though naturally prejudiced, the writ- 
vertised by Greene Line Steamers to de- | er would say a Mississippi steamboat). 
part from Cincinnati February 16, 1952. The February weather was raw and 
As was customary, the trip was practi- | windy during the first part of the 
cally sold out, passengers coming from | journey. As a result, most activities 
both coasts of the United States and | took place inside the steamer. DELTA 
points between, with a few from Canada | QUEEN has two great decks completely 
and one young lady from New Zealand. glass-enclosed forward, from which the 

The writer,associated with Greene | passengers spent most of the first day 
Line Steamers for the past 20 years, | viewing the winter scenery. That night 
was Purser for that trip. This gave | a heavy storm covered the exposed decks 
him an opportunity to meet each of the | with three to four inches of snow--a 
passengers and to reflect upon their | strange beginning for some of the pas- 
reasons for being aboard. He concluded | sengers. White cotton would have been 
that every person came for one reason: | more in keeping with their mental pic- 
to have a good time! Well, they had | tures of the Mississippi steamboat than 
chosen wisely. There is no place in | this cargo. It soon melted down, how- 
the world where a group of people can | ever, and, as the steamer moved south, 
have more fun than aboard a steamboat | the weather warmed up and deck chairs 


Fred Way photo Greene Line photo| 


Two QUEENS that went to the Mardi Gras a half-century apart ae 
QUEEN CITY from Pittsburgh in 1903 (first), DELTA QUEEN from Cincinnati in 1952 
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open-air 


suddenly appeared in the 
spaces on the sunny decks. 

Hach morning there was a bingo 
game, andeach afternoon the "Marine 
Racetrack" provided the sport of kings 
--traditional pastimes aboard most 
cruise steamers. Every evening a tal- 
ented hostess devised some new form of 
entertainment, usually entered into 
by the passengers themselves. There 
was a Hat Night when everyone tried to 
conjure up original creations to win 
the inevitable prizes, a sidesplitting 
Womanless Wedding, a traditional west- 
ern river steamboat "grab-bag" party, 
stunt nights, and "ship's concerts." 
The orchestra kept feet dancing long 
after each entertainment. 

But the trip itself was the main 
feature. The Ohio is a lovely strean, 
even in the dead of winter. And the 
luississippi's expanse is even more ma- 
jestic in its swollen and flooded 
state. The steamboat itself was a 
source of never-ending wonder to every- 
one. Many who had never been aboard a 
sternwheeler before spent hours watch- 
ing the huge wheel tumble over. 

Shore stops were made at Louis- 
ville, at Paducah, andat iiemphis, where 
passengers saw their first cotton. The 
sales rooms lining the streets adja- 
cent to the river were full of cotton 
samples; drayloads of the staple itself 
were being hauled through the streets. 
But it was at Natchez that it was ap- 
parent the steamer had at last arrived 
in the South. Flowers were in bloom, 
honey bees moving among them. wWammies 
in bright aprons and fanciful head- 
pieces, and hostesses incrinoline, ex- 
tended the hospitality of the fabulous 
Natchez mansions and gardens. 

The trip down the river was one 
of conflicting thoughts and expecta- 
tions. The old-time river traffic was 
gone. There were no packets, or flat- 
boats, or keelboats. But there was a 
never-ending procession of towboats 
with barges, for the midwestern rivers 
are now moving more bulk freight than 
ever before in their history. Ship- 
yards all along the river were working 
night and day, turning out towboats and 
barges to fill the current need. 

The Mississippi itself has not 
changed. When no tow is in sight, it 
is still the same as when Hernando De- 
Soto first saw it. Steamboats on the 
river are a thing of the past. Every- 
thing is run by diesel these days. in 
her 3000 miles on that journey, DELTA 
QUEEN did not meet another sternwheel 
steamboat. The improved depth in the 
rivers permit screw propellers to 


Bele cL June 1952 
function profitably now. 

The most dramatic incident on the 
trip, undoubtedly, was the entry into 
New Orleans Harbor. Here the steamer 
passed miles and miles of docks on 
both sides of the river, with ships 
from every port in the world in thrill- 
ing array. Gone, though, were the old 
steamboat wharves of memory. DELTA 
QUEEN and the sidewheel excursion boat 
PRESIDENT were the only river steam- 
ers in the entire harbor. 

During the four-day call at New 
Orleans for the Mardi Gras festivities, 
passengers came back to DELTA QUEEN to 
eat and to occupy their staterooms at 
night. After standing or walking for 
hours, watching the parades and shop- 
ping in the French Quarter, they found 
it akin to getting home to step aboard 
the steamer. Here a welcome meal or 
nap awaited the weary sightseer. It 
was equally delightful to rest comfort- 
ably on deck and watch the parade of 
ships, ferryboats, shrimp and oyster 
luggers, towboats, and barges--and, of 
course, the beautiful PRESIDENT making 
her harbor tour. 

The stay in New Orleans came to an 
end, too soon for some. The morning of 
departure was a busy yet sad time. One 
always parts nostalgically from that 
enchanting spot with its memories of 
foreign sights and flavors. A busy 
city, New Orleans goes about its daily 
chores with a combination of Down 
South and 01d World reduced tempo. 

Any air of melancholy soon gave 
way to utter contentment as DELTA QUEEN 
turned her prow up the Mississippi to- 
ward Cincinnati. The prospect of lux- 
uriously lazy days ahead was soothing 
to spirits that had worn themselves 
out in the exciting days of the Carni- 
val. As that prospect opened up, each 


passenger came to realize the worth of. 


steamboat travel. A new crop of steam- 
boat fans was born at exactly that mo- 
ment. They were experiencing a joy 
given to few in these days of haste. 

A favorite spot on DELTA QUEEN was 
at the stern, watching the giant wheel 
turn round and round on its shaft. 
There was a fascination in watching the 
rainbow 
as long as the sun shone. Finally it 
would go down, and the heavens would 
burst with color as the river displayed 
its masterpiece--9 Mississippi sunset. 
For Sale: Large lithograph of 4-stack 
KAISER WILHELM DER GROSSE, side view, 
Cc. 22" x 44", Good condition. Suita- 
ble for clubroom, museum. No advertis- 
ing on it. $25. H. Osborne Michsel, 
5610 Greenmount Ave.,Baltimore 18, Md. 


which hung in the wheel spray | 
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-- Part IV -- 


Previous to the great 
Baltimore fire of February, 
1904, the company had contrac- 
ted, in May, 1903, with the 
New York Shipbuilding Company 
of Camden, New Jersey, for ON- 
TARIO, the first ship built 
by them for Merchants and Min- 
ers. She was to be the larg- 
est ship yet built to order: 
5099 gross tons, 292,2'x42,.2! 
x15.9', and was to be powered 
with a 3500-hp. triple-expan- 
sion engine capeble of driving 
her through any weather to 
maintain her schedule. When 
she was delivered in 1904, 
nothing prettier had ever flown 
the Merchants and Miners house flag. 
With a fine rake to her pole masts and 
funnel, and a very distinctive sheer 
made more pronounced by the added speed 
she was capable of, she was a picture. 

ONTARIO had several features which 
Older ships lacked. Just aft of 
officers' auarters on the boat deck 
a large, leather-upholstered smok- 


the 
the 
was 
ing 
the promenade deck. Also on the boat 
deck, in an entirely separate house, was 
ea small observation room built around 
the mainmast, offering an unobstructed 
view of the ocean. She was the first 
ship of the line to have her dining 
room on the promenade deck, in a very 
pleasant and comfortable location, a 
little aft of amidships. Two sittings 
were necessary when ONTARIO carried a 
full complement of passengers; so later 
the dining room was relocated on the 
main deck, its former place being used 
for social hall, music room, and a few 
additional staterooms. 

One bad trait was that, for some 
unknown reason, she was very cranky at 
dock. Without warning, she would sud- 
denly list several degrees, and some- 
times take water through her lower 
deck cargo ports before her ballast 
tanks could right her. On one occasion 
she very nearly foundered, but quick 
action got her back on an even keel. 

ONTARIO was very popular with the 
traveling public, possibly because she 
was one of the early ships to carry 
wireless, which proved invaluable more 
than once. On April 8, 1912, while 
still a comparatively new ship, she was 
on a passage from Norfolk to Boston 


room reached by a companionway from 


ONTARIO, August 1, 1931 --All photos by author 
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when her: cotton cargo was discovered 
tobe on fire. Captain William J. Bond 
and his crew did all they could to get 
at the fire, but it became so threaten- 
ing that he decided the only safe thing 
was to run for shore. While wireless 
operator Herbert Ingalls sent out 
calls for help, Captain Bond headed for 
Montauk Point, Long Island, where he 
beached the ship and got ashore safely 
all hands not fighting the fire. For a 
time it seemed like a winning fight; 
put on April 10 a gale sprang up, the 
fire rekindled, and all hands had to 
abandon the ship. When Marine Superin- 
tendent J. M. Blankenship reached the 
scene, he reported that the houses were 
all burned off, and that the ship was 
afire fore and aft and would be a total 
loss. Her steel hull was later recov- 
ered and rebuilt by the Morse Drydock 
& Repair Company,ata cost of $237,000, 
with some changes. On the January, 
1913, sailing schedule we find the 
"new" ONTARIO, under Captain Bond a- 
gain, going through her paces on the 
Philadelphia-Savannah-Jacksonville run. 

ONTARIO's chief plague seems to 
have been fire. She must have been 
christened with a good brand of fire- 
water which never got washed off, for 
in September, 1920, while loading at 
Boston, she was again found to be a- 
fire, in the forward hold. City fire- 
men, crew, and longshoremen were over- 
come by smoke. Considereble damage. by 
fire and water was done to the cargo, 
but the ship was not seriously hurt. 
In May, 1924,fire was again discovered 
in her cotton cargo while she was off 
Block Island. She raced to Boston while 
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her crew fought the fire, which fortun- 
ately was under control when she arrived. 

To break the monotony of fires, 
ONTARIO, while bound from Boston to 
Baltimore, went ashore September 7, 
1933, in the Cape Cod Canal, near the 
Railroad Bridge. Prospects of floating 
seemed poor; so the 65 passengers were 
removed and sent by rail to their des- 
tinations. ONTARIO was floated about 
a week later, and replaced by ESSEX 
while small hull repairs were made. 

On the evening of December <0, 
1934, when ONTARIO was near the east 
entrance to the Cape Cod Canal on her 
way to Baltimore, fire was discovered 
in her lower hold. Captain Kauserud 
immediately turned her about and head- 
ed back for Boston, convoyed by TUSCAN 
of the same line, which was nearby. On 
her arrival at dock next morning, city 
fireboats and land forces fought the 
fire, which was very stubborn. By aft- 
ernoon the ship started to list so 
badly that she was in danger of cap- 
sizing and setting fire to the pier. 
So she was towed across the harbor and 
beached on Governor's Island, where she 
burned until the afternoon of December 
22. Floated a week later, she spent 
the rest of the winter being repaired. 

ONTARIO resumed passenger service 
imetgoo, bus for only a short time. 


The LIORRO CASTLE disaster had provoked 


stringent laws as to what ships might 
and might not carry passengers. iiany 
fine vessels found themselves unable 
to meet the new regulations. ONTARIO's 
age forbade the cost of prescribed al- 
terations, and thus her passenger car- 
eer was suddenly ended. 

In October, 1939, she was reported 
sold toa Philadelphia concern for 
junk, but the sale cannot have materi- 
alized, for in April, 1941, she came 
out of retirement to run with HOWARD 
in Boston-Philadelphia freight serv- 
ice. Early in 1942 she was sold tothe 
United Fruit Company for operation by 
the subsidiary Empresa Hondureno de 
Vapores under the Honduran flag. On 
May 6, 1942, while nearing Mobile on 
her first voyage for United Fruit, with 
a cargo of 60,000 bunches of bananas, 
ONTARIO was shelled and torpedoed, and 
sank rapidly with a considerable loss 
Om Lite. 

In 1906, authorization to increase 
the capital to $6,000,000 was obtained 
from the Maryland legislature. lMean- 
while, arrangements had been made for 
the company to acquire the old Winsor 
Line, known as the Boston & Philadel- 
phia Steamship Company, which operated 
passenger and freight service between 
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Boston and Philadelphia, freight only 
between Providence, Fall River, and 
Philadelphia. It owned seven steamers 
in 1907: TUSCAN, GRECIAN, INDIAN, PAR- 
THIAN, FERSIAN, CRETAN, and ARIES; 
also Piers Number 18 and 20, South 
Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia. 

With the issuing of $5,000,000 in 
new stock, an agreement was entered 
with the New England Navigation Compa-= 
ny, subsidiary of the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad, for taking 
over the Boston & Philadelphia Steam- 
ship Company. An exchange of stock 
made the New Haven a part-owner of 
lierchants & Miners. The latter company 
had been docking in Boston at Battery 
and Constitution Wharves, the Boston & 
ships at Central Wharf; 
but with the change of ownership the 
Philadelphia Division went to Fiske's 
Wharf and later, in 1914, the whole 
dockage was given up and the company 
moved to its new terminal at Pier 2, 
New Haven Docks, South Boston, ona 15- 
year lease at $40,000 annual rent. The 
Providence = Fall River - Philadelphia 
service terminated June 15, 1914. 

Also in 1914, the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission ruled, in accordance 
with an act of Congress, that railroads 
must giveupsteamship extensions. The 
New Haven had no choice but to put its 
Uerchants & Miners stock on the market. 
It soldallits holdings to the Mercan- 
tile Trust & Safe Deposit Company of 
Baltimore, at an enormous loss. 

When the Winsor Line was taken 
over in 1907, the ships were kept very 
close to their original schedules. 
TUSCAN, brand new that year, was of 
all-steel construction, butfor freight 
only. She was 275! x 42! x18! and 
suitable for any of the company's car- 
go services. GRECIAN, built in 1900 by 
Harlan & Hollingsworth, was also all. 
steel and was designed for both pas- 
sengers and freight. The prize ship of 
the Boston & Philadelphia Steamship 
Company, she measured 263.3'!x42'x18.2! 
and was driven by a 2820-hp. triple-ex- 
pansion engine with 25", 414", and 68" 
cylinders of 42" stroke. 

The writer made avery pleas- 
ant round trip on GRECIAN in March, 
1903, and had the novel experience 
of coming on a sinking coal barge all 
awash in a heavy sea, her crew of four 
lashed to the rigging, and her colors 
in distress. Captain Briggs of GRECIAN 
got a boat ready to take the crew off, 
but the determined old barge captain 
would not leave his ship, only wanting 
to be reported. About twohours later, 
by following the barge's previous 
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course, GRECIAN fortunately 
found the tug J. LUCKENBACH 
looking for his barge which 
had parted her hawser in the 
storm the night before. He 
subsequently took off all the 
men and landed them at Delaware 
Breakwater, but the old barge 
foundered. 

GRECIAN met her end very 
suddenly. On May 27,1932, in 
a dense fog off Block Island, 
she was rammed by the Savannah 
Liner CITY OF CHATTANOOGA. 
Though Captain Borum kept the 
latter's bow in the side of 
GRECIAN to give her crew time 
to get off, four of them went 
down with the ship. 

INDIAN of 1890 and PARTH- 
IAN of 1887 were both ships that had 
been lengthened about 40 feet. They were 
iron-hulled vessels, 267.8'x38'x16.5', 
and alike in all details except their 
engines. INDIAN hada 1500-hp. triple- 
expansion engine with 22",36", and 55" 
cylinders of 48" stroke; PARTHIAN, a 
1500-hp. compound with 30" and 56" 
cylinders of 54" stroke. Both were 
very comfortable sea boats and contin- 
ued in passenger service many years. 
INDIAN was converted to carry freight 
only, by having her houses all removed, 
junked in 1928. PAR- 
THIAN was converted to a freighter in 
1917, andthat December she took a load 
of sugar to Greece. In 1920 she was 
beached near Constantinople after a 
collision; and on July 25, 1921, while 
carrying general cargo to Oran, she 
burned and was beached on the North Af- 
rican coast. Herbones were left there. 

PERSIAN a TALLAHASSEE, built in 
1882 for the Savannah Line, was slight- 
ly larger: 280' x 40.7' x 15.8'. She 
had a compound engine with 38" and 74" 
cylinders of 54" stroke, later rebuilt 
asa triple-expansion. On Mayl0, 1921, 
while she was tied up at the Pratt 
Street dock in Baltimore, a bad fire 
occurred in her forward hold. She was 
junked in 1928. 

CRETAN 9, GUYANDOTTE, a former Old 
Dominion Liner built in 1882, was 267' 
meaQ,0% x £6.4'. She had a collision 
with the Clyde Liner IROQUOIS off Cape 
Lookout April 21, 19123; but no severe 
damage resulted. CRETAN maintained pas- 
senger service through practically all 
of her career, and was junked in 1926. 

ARIES of 1862 was a small freight 
steamer built in England, used as a 
Civil War blockade runner, and early 
acquired by the Winsor Line. Of 196' x 
27.5' x 15.8', she was too small and 
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too old tobeof much use, and was dis- 
posed of in 1908 to a Frederick Cramer, 
who sold her for junk the same year. 

The company had long anticipated 
extending its Baltimore-Savannah serv- 
ice to Jacksonville, Florida. Back in 
1905 it had purchased suitable river 
property for its terminal; but it did 
little more until 1909, when new wharves 
were built andall was put in readiness 
for the new service. On June 16, 1909, 
MERRIMACK a DECATUR H. MILLER made the 
first sailing from Baltimore on the new 
Savannah-Jacksonville run. The addi- 
tional route called for another ship, 
and in 1909 CHATTAHOOCHEE was purchased 
from the Savannah Line. She was an 
iron-hulled vessel of 2676 gross tons, 
280" x 40.7" x -326.8" ,-builtein’ 18620e7 
Chester by John Roach & Sons. Her ori- 
ginal compound engine of 38" and 74" 
cylinders had been rebuilt in 1899 as 
triple-expansion by addition of a 22" 
high-pressure cylinder. After some re- 
pairs and installation of new cargo 
ports to fit all Merchants & Miners 
piers, she was put on the new service 
as QUANTICO. Under this name she did 
good work m all services, being junked 
in 1927 after the building of five new 
ships. In 1911, considerable improve- 
ment was made in the Jacksonville ter- 
minal, and the Philadelphia-Savannah 
route was extended to Jacksonville. 

No more ships were built by the 
company until 1910. It had been so 
pleased with ONTARIO's performance 
that it then let to the New York Ship- 
building Company a contract for two 
ships, delivery to be made early in 
1911, the pair to cost $910,000, mostly 
paid for by the issuing of $700,000 in 
five percent bonds secured by mortgage. 

SUWANNEE was launched February 24, 
1911; SOMERSET, March 30. These steel 
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vessels were the largest built 
by the company upto this date. 
They developed 3000 hp.--500 
less than ONTARIO--though they 
measured 309'waterline) x 46! 
x 19.3'. Intended for the Bal- 
timore-Savannah - Jacksonville 
run, they had public rooms and 
staterooms on two covered 
decks, the houses extending 
from foremast to stern. 

They were terrible coal 
eaters from the first and so 
expensive to run that at the 
end of six years' operation 
both were offered for sale. 
The Savannah Line, owned by the 
Georgia Central Railroad, 
which could procure coal from its own 
mines at an extremely low cost, made an 
offer for the two ships that was far 
in excess of their original cost. lier- 
chants & Miners accepted, and SUWANNEE 
became CITY OF ROMH; SOMERSET, CITY OF 
ATHENS. The Ocean’ Steamship Company 
(Savannah Line) said ina statement 
that the purchase was made to release 
some of their larger vessels suitable 
for transatlantic war cargoes, which 
were bringing in more revenue than 
their regular trade. 

CITY OF ATHENS 


. served hardly a 
year before 


she was sunk in collision 
May 1, 1918, off the Jersey coast in 
dense fog, by the French cruiser LA 
GLOIRE, with the loss of 335 passengers 
and 33 of her crew. CITY OF ROME col- 
lided with the U.S. submarine S-51 off 
Block Island September 25, 1925, with 
the loss of 37 of the latter's crew, 
only three being saved. 

In 1928, CITY OF ROME was sold to 
the Sunnyland Steamship Company, becom- 
ing VERAMAR; and during the same year 


Persons 
when he was a small boy who had just built himself a rowboat. 
much like a slab of pie that his friends 
stuck ever since. 
gete an idea and carries it out, 
like it before. 
now he is putting together his fourth. 


All these little steamers have 
been built and operated on the Connec- 
ticut River at Hatfield, Mass., "Pie's" 
lifetime home, and because of the shift- 
ing shoals and depth of water, he de- 
signs the hulls to fit the changing 
conditions. The boats were all made in 
his shop, where he does wood- and metal- 
working for the neighboring tobacco and 
onion farmers in addition to manufac- 
turing a tobacco~stripping machine of 
his own invention. 

Levitre's first boat was only 12 
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SOMERSET (2nd), 


IF YOU CAN'T FIND IT--BUILD IT} 
"Pie" Levitre since childhood. 
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she was repurchased by the Merchants & 
Miners Transportation Company. The 
price paid was said to have been only 
%30,000--considerable ship for so lit- 
tle money. After drydock work and oth- 
er repairs, including conversion to 
burn oil and construction of a new 
dance hall on the top deck aft of the 
mainmast, our origimal SUWANNEE made her 
bow as the second SOMERSET. Under this 
neme she had only minor accidents over 
the next ten years, but on November 17, 
19357, she got a severe thumping. She 
reached Norfolk the next day, 15 hours 
late from Boston, reporting that a 
freak wave had boarded her and ripped 
out her dining room. The compartment 
was unoccupied at the time, but four 
deckhands and stewards injured by the 
comber had tobe taken to the hospital. 

SOMERSET a SUWANNEE was withdrawn 
from service. Because of her age and 
the cost of the necessary repairs, she 
was sold for junk early in 1938 and 
dismantled at Baltimore along with the 


old Fall River Liners.(to be continued) |} 
Le. 


That has been the by-word of P, 
The nickname goes back to the days 
It was shaped so 
took to calling him "Pie" and it has 


Levitre is a natural-born mechanic and inventor, a man who 
whether or not anyone else has done anything 
He has been building and running steam launches since 1912, 


feet long, and both engine and boiler 
were homemade. The engine crank had 
formerly operated a cutter-bar on a 
horse-drawn mowing machine. The cyl- 
inder was a #2 Globe hand pump, the 
piston came froma Stephens-Duryea car. 
The engine was single-acting and the 
globe valves were operated by a rocker 
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The boiler of this 1912 launch was 
porcupine-style and lacked a feed sys- 
tem. The first few trips were not too 
speedy, as "Pie" had to dump the fire, 
release the steam, remove a plug in 


and 
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the boiler top, pour in water and re- 
light the fire. He didn't put up with 
this for long, and mounted e small tank 
beside and slightly above the boiler, 
with connection pipes between the top 
and bottom of each and shut-off valves 
in each connection. Now,when the water 
showed low in the boiler glass, Levitre 
would open the valves to let steam in- 
to the top and water out of the bottom 
of the tank and so fill the boiler. 
Then he would shut the valves, remove 
the tank's plug and fill it up again. 

"Pie" knew about pumps and injec- 
tors at that early age, but being just 
a boy with no money he rigged up the 
best method he could. 

The propeller of this first boat 
he carved from a piece of beechwood 
and he ran the boat for two summers, 
after which he took it apart. 

The second steamer,built in 1917, 
was a big improvement over the first, 
having a Stenley boiler and engine. 
This boat was 16' long and 5! wide and 
was very practical in every way. He 
mounted the engine upright, efter re- 
moving one of the two cylinders. The 
boiler was wood-burning and copper- 
tubed, carrying 200 pounds of steam. 
There were 18'of superheater. The en- 
gine had been 10 horsepower before one 
cylinder was removed. Levitre ran this 
boat for five years and then sold it 
to a neighbor who later dismantled it. 

The third launch, since dismantied, 
was 20' by 8', and had a canopy and an 
aluminum-covered bottan, "Pie" origin- 
ally put in a 20-horsepower Stanley 
engine, again removing one cylinder, 
put later put ina 10-hp. Stanley, 
this time using both cylinders. He 
mounted these engines vertically in a 
very neat crankcase he built himself. 

The boiler, a 25-inch Stanley, 
burnt wood and operated on 150-200 lbs. 
In addition to the hull, Levitre built 
the firebox, bonnet, grates, boiler 
pump assembly, rudder and propeller. 
The stack was a surplus powder can from 
Worid War I. 

The launch was not very fast be- 
cause of the hull design,but she kicked 
up a fine wake with a full head of 
steam,end could take all the neighbor- 
hood kids aboard with room to spare. 
With the exhaust up the stack and the 
wood smoke trailing behind and the 
beautiful tone of the tall thin whistle 
she sure gave that steamboatin' thrill. 

"Pie" is busy now building his 4th 
steamer. She is 27' long and 9' wide, 
and the hull this time is designed for 
more speed. The bottom is again cov- 
ered with aluminum. 
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The boiler is a large version of 
a Stanley automobile boiler and was 
originally built by the Stanley people 
for use in a railway car. The engine 
is a 4"x44" high speed, vertical, cen- 
trifugal pump engine which Mr. Levitre 
has converted toa marine engine by 
the addition of a link and eccentrics. 
The hull, engine and boiler are about 
finished now and all indications point 
to a new steamboat on the Connecticut 
River in 1952. Hats off to you, Pie} 
--Richard M. Mitchell 


Levitre's 2nd launch 
--owner's photo 


CURRENT READING NOTES* * * * * 


"The JOHN RANDOLPH: America's 
First Commercially Successful Iron 
Steamboat," Alexander Crosby Brown, 
Georgia Historical Quarterly, March, 
1952, pages 32-45. The author has pro- 
vided reprints at cost (50¢ per copy, 
postpaid)for interested SSHSA members. 
His address: 228 James River Drive, 
Hilton Village, Va. 

"Freighters and Tankers of the U. 
S. Merchant Marine," Lemuel B. Line, 
Fortune, May, 1952, page 114 and large 
gatefold. Excellent colored outboard 
profiles of 24 representative tankers 
and freighters, with a few harbor tugs 
thrown in for good measure. 

Ae C. Brown provides an extension 
to his account of PRESIDENT WARFIELD's 
Odyssey in Daily Press, Newport News, 
Va.,Sunday, Feb.24,1952, page DS. Pre- 
vious articles appeared in The American 
Neptune ,viiiszl27-131; ix:500-301. 

A series of articles on the his- 
tory of the Nantasket steamboats ap- 
peared in The Quincy Patriot Ledger, 
Quincy ,Mass.,March 24-31, 1952. Writ- 
ten by David J.Exley. Many of the fine 
illustrations were furnished by SB Pho- 
to Editor:R. Loren Graham. 

York River Ferry history--several 
articles in The Times Herald, Newport 
News, Va.3 Coleman Bridge Supplement, 
May 6, 1952. In part written by SSHSA 
member Alexander Crosby Brown. 
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Members of the Marine Historical Society of Detroit and SSHSA at Bob-Lo, 6/24/51 


Front row, left to right: Dick Prouty, Fred Prouty, Ed Patt, George Fullerton, 
Kathy Fullerton, Mrs. Fullerton. 

2d row: Robt. Zeleznik, Mrs. Zeleznik, Clem Penrose, Dana Bowen, Jay Allen, Wn. 
McDonald, Charles Van Holland, Keith Smith. 

3d row: John Poole, Phoebe Bowen, Mrs. Bowen, Mrs. McDonald, Gordon Potter, 
Jack Miller, Mrs. Patt. 

Standing: Jack Goodrich, Ted Briggs, John Davidson, Don Baut, Fr. Dowling, Ed 

Clark, John O'Brien, Oscar Gregoire, Brad Mitchell, John R. Williams 

George Hilton, Bob Shepherd, W. A. Mace. (Ken Smith photo 


FLYERS TO THE HOOK (Cont. from p.3l) | gone, and its last steamer sold to the 
to continue in service. At the close | Army, the Sandy Hook Route went out of 
of 1938, it was found that the line had | existence after eighty years of service. 
lost $39,000 for each of the last three SANDY HOOK's humiliating last 
years, and that it would cost $600,000 | years are well known. her service as a 
to rehabilitate ships and piers. MON- | party boat for High Brass, her trip to 
MOUTH was withdrawn from service. SANDY | Philadelphia to entertain the politi- 
HOOK maintained the line alone for two | cians, her narrow escape from founder- 
more seasons, and then was tied up. ing in the hurricane of 1944, and her 

In 1940, MONMOUTH was sold to the | return to civilian service as a tramp 
Northern Metals Company of Philadel- | excursion boat, sadas they were, could 
phia, who completely broke her up. To | not dim her brilliant record. To the 
guard against her falling into the | end--thanks largely to the Monmouth 
hands of those who might operate her to | Park racetrack--she continued to ply 
gain advantage from her famous name, the waters of her youth, and to the 
the Jersey Central retained the name end she was royalty. 
and sold only the hulk. 

The Long Branch & Sea Shore Raile- 
road, long the victim of winter storms, 
was badly damaged by the hurricane of 
September, 1958, and, with traffic cut 
below the point of profit, it was aban-~ 
doned. In the summer of 1943, the Army 
took SANDY HOOK as a harbor troop car- 
rier. The hurricane of the next year 
damaged the Atlantic Highlands pier be- 
yond further use, and its remains were | 7g 
sold to the city for a nominal amount. SANDY HOOK as rebuilt 
With its rail line abandoned, its pier | --Courtesy R.A.Potts & Capt. C.Parslow 
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West Coast 


Those of you who have read Captain | 
Frederick Way's The Saga of the DELTA 
QUEEN need no introduction to James 
Burns! DELTA KING, Fulton Shipyard, or 
Les Fulton's BEAR FLAG and IMR. THOMAS. 
Five years, lacking but four days, af- 
ter the departure of her sister, D@LTA 
KING left the Fulton yard at 2 a.m. on 
April 15, towed by tugs BEAR FLAG and 
MR. THOMAS. At Richmond she was picked 
up by tug NAVIGATOR of Island Tug & 
Barge Company,took aboard fuel for her 
tug, and sailed in tow for Victoria. 
eee: the KING was to load supplies and a es : 
continue to Kitimat at thehead of Doug- 
las Channel, a fjord south of Prince gr oaaypmene eres eo Me 
Rupert, where she will be beached at 
high water and the earth filled in | WEST COAST (Pacific Northwest) TAGs 
around her. Sandry, Editor, 4232 Eastern Avenue, 
For a century now, river steamers | Seattle, Washington 
have left the Golden Gate, some under 
steam, others in tow, still others as Well,mates, sorry I couldn't man- 
cargo knocked-down, to serve in the de- | age to be aboard in March, but I hope 
velopment of the Northwest = to the | you enjoyed Bob Leithead and Lloyd 
Columbia, Puget Sound, the Fraser, the | Stadum's "CPR Fleet Roster, 1901-51," 
Yukon. The DELTA KING joins them, but | for which they have my heartfelt thanks. 
her lodestone is not gold, but aluminun. I had hoped to have the sequel to "The 
The owners, Kitimat Comstructors, | Pretty Trio," but must beg yorr patience, 
agents for Aluminum Co. of Canada, are | aS several things which may be worth 
to use her during the building of a| while are still on the fire for this. 
city of 50,000 people, an aluminum plant, | As for Bob and Lloyd, you will hear 
and other industrial developments tobe | more from them soon, "end ye may lay 
based on hydro-electric power at Kitimat. | to that." 
DELTA KING was sold in1948 to the Several local items of interest, 
Salmon & Wingard Company of Seattle, | as well as a few really historical e- 
who planned tomake her a floating can- | vents have occurred these past few 
nery in Alaskan waters. The project | months, so I'll pass you the “scut." 
fell through, and the boat was resold First off, I can't resist adding 
to its present owners. Meanwhile, it | a bit more to Parkinson's note re the 
had been lying at the Fulton yard. Her | film Bend of the River (SB,ix:23) and 
engines and sternwheel were removed, | hope Bob will forgive my nickel's 
but not her boilers or generators. | worth. (Actually it is quoted from 
White paint with green trim replacedher | Marine Digest, Feb.9, 1952, and sounds 
Navy gray, and her deckhouse was boxed | oke. to me.) 
with plywood for her trip north. "Shaver Transportation Company's 
With the departure of the DELTA |] old sternwheeler HENDERSON, rechris- 
KING, FORT SUTTER and PORT OF STOCKTON | tened 'River Queen'for its role in the 
a CAPITOL CITY, which went Jayvee when | movie.....played it strictly according 
the KING and QUEEN took their place on | to the script last week and came out a 
the Varsity, have become the finest ex- | decided winner in its race with the 
sternwheelers inthe area. FORT SUTTER | newer but bulkier PORTLAND, owned by 
is a restaurant and resort near Rio} the Port of Portland. 
Vista. PORT OF STOCKTON was nearing "Viewed by spectators on about 75 
the completion of her conversion into | accompanying launches and some 2,000 
a restaurant (SB,iv:61) when a March | persons ashore, the HiSNDSRSON crossed 
storm tore her loose from her moorings | the finish line on the 3.6-mile Colun- 
and sank her in San Francisco's China | bia River course amid the whistles of 
Basin channel. .It is hoped that she is | just about every boat in the vicinity. 

not damaged beyond repair. "At the beginning of the race, it 
By the time you read this, the appeared that the PORTLAND, the under- 
Lytle List will have been in the hands || dog in the race, might upset the dope, 
of the printer for two months, and it || Capt. Bob Livingston inched the PORT- 
should be ready soon. Ordered yours? || LAND aheadafew minutes after the race 


Robert W. Parkinson, Editor 
5051 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, Cal. 
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HENDERSON 


started. But Captain Sidney J.(Happy) 
Harris,veteran master of the HENDERSON, 
pushed his vessel steadily out in front. 

"Later reports had the HENDERSON 
incurring some minor trouble, but it 
was soon corrected and, withan audible 
'whoosh,'thick, black smoke began pour- 
ing from the old boat's stack and its 
sternwheel ripped the water. 

"The sternwheeler race, a spec- 
tacular event to watch, was the first 
on the Columbia River since 1938. 

"The HENDERSON is forty years old 
and the PORTLAND is four...." 

There has been a little specula- 
tion as to the possibility of matching 
the HENDERSON with Army Engineers! snag 
boat W. T. PRESTON, winner of Seattle's 
Seafair Race of 1950, though which 
contestant should make the 550-mile 
trip, 150 miles of it on the Pacific, 
our informants do not say. 

Another Columbia River item, part- 
ly quoted from Marine Digest: "The 
Corps of Engineers harbor tug J.C. POST, 
the last steam propeller boat on the 
Willamette, will be sold for scrap. 

"The nameboard of the POST will be 
retired toa place of honor at Cham- 
poeg Park, up the Willamette River. 

"Built in 1913 by Wilson Brothers, 
Astoria, from plans drawn by Fred Bal- 
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KATY c.1902 --Joe Williamson photo 


--Marine Digest photo 
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PORTLAND 
was rebuilt in 1943 


lin, the old tug 
by the Engineers. 

"The POST is constructed of wood. 
A single-screw vessel, she has an over- 
all length of 78 feet. She hada cruis- 
ing radius of 480 miles and a speed of 
10 miles per hour." 

Of special interest to those of us 
on the Coast is the passing of 84-year- 
old, oak=-hulled tug KATY 14405, which 
ended her career during March ina 
blaze of glory ma mudflat near Marys- 
ville, Wash., burnt for the metal in 
her aged hull. We regarded her as the 
oldest towboat on the Coast, and prob- 
ably the oldest wood tug in the US. 

Lately a diesel, KATY was built 
at San Francisco in 1868, and has al- 
ways borne the same name. Her early 
service was withthe government, chart- 
ing the Pacific Northwest area. 

During the past winter, Washington 
State Ferries have completely recondi- 
tioned most of the boats they bought 
from Black Ball last year. So much was 
done that it seems certain this outfit 
really means to protect the public's 
interest in the ferryboats, and has its 
sights set ahead for a goodly number of 
years' operation before they are halted 
by bridge building. 

Mr. H. Fe Alexander, well-known 
steamship operator and executive, and a 
national figure in America's maritime 
commerce for over 40 years, passed away 
in New York City after a brief illness. 
This column will carry some details of 
Mr. Alexander's life ina future issue. 

PRINCESS KATHLEEN (CPR) required 
repairs amounting to$100,000 after her 
collision with CNR's PRINCE RUPERT last 
fall. Now could there have been some 
old grudge smouldering there? (Guffaws) 

CPR is converting the old ferry 
MOTOR PRINCESS toa freighter for night 
service between Van. and Vic., B.C. 
Due for the scrap pile, her future has 
been extended by current B.C. prosper- 
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ity. She was built in 1923 by Yarrow 
for the Bellingham-Sydney trade. 

CHARLTON MONARCH & PRINCE DAVID 
is to be scrapped in England. Since 
she, with PRINCE ROBERT and PRINCE HEN- 
RY, was built for the Seattle-Van-Vic 
triangle run, we have many fond memo- 
ries ofher, and are sorry to see her go. 

The sound of PRINCESS VICTORIA's 
whistle will continue toevoke memories 
of that beloved steamer,for it has been 
installed on CPR's new PRINCESS OF NA- 
NAIMO. PRINCESS MARY was retired last 
November and has now been sold for con- 
version toa barge, but her whistle, 
too, lives on. It has been installed 
on a factory at Powell River. 
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CITY OF SACRAMENTO a ASBURY PARK 
--Joe Williamson photo 


Black Ball plans to enter CITY OF 
SACRAMENTOa ASBURY PARK inaB.C. serv- 
ice, and speculation is in vogue as to 
whether this means Vancouver to Nanai- 
mo, or Port Angeles to Victoria, but 
anyway she is being completely recon- 
ditioned in Victoria for the summer 
tourist rush. Certainly an unexpected 
shot in the armfor this fine old ship. 

She came to the Pacific Coast in 
1918 via Panama and Havana, when bought 
by Monticello SS Co. of San Francisco. 
After major overhauls, she became the 
largest passenger vessel to operate 
within the Golden Gate. In 1922 she 
was altered to become an oil-burning 
auto and passenger ferry, losing one 
stack in the process. In '25 she was 
renamed CITY OF SACRAMENTO and was very 
busy till the Bay Bridge took her job 
away. She was then bought by Black Ball 
and brought to the Sound. (For the 
East Coast history of ASBURY PARK see 
the 2d installment of Joe Osgood's 
"Flyers to the Hook" = Ed.) 

During World War II, CITY OF SAC- 
RAMENTO performed stellar service on 
the Seattle-Bremerton run, but has been 
in the boneyard since the route returned 
to normal about 1948. Now she has a 
new lease on life, and may get a new 
name. (Indian,of course-Marine Digest 
suggests "How about Sacajowea, or some- 
thing?" ) 

The Canadian sternwheeler CASCA, 
of the White Pass & Yukon Route Trans- 
portation Co., is reportedly the only 
passenger steamer now plying the Yukon. 
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Inland Rivers 

Steamboats, Past and Present: Her 
Mardi Gras trip completed, DELTA QUEEN 
has launched into her first season as 
the solitary cruising packet of the 
Mississippi system. Over the weekend 
of May 2-4, she took the fondly-remen- 
bered course of TOM and CHRIS GREENE, 
on her round trip from Cincinnati to 
the Kentucky Derby... Strangely,CHRIS 
GREENE herself had traveled that route 
only four months earlier, whenher hulk 
was towed from Dayton, Kentucky, to 
Louisville for removal of her boilers. 
Two large and prominent sternwheel 
towboats have joined the procession to 
the blast furnaces: ALIQUIPPA of 1914, 
scrapped on the Monongahela; and TOL- 
LINGER a ISSAQUENA of 1913, ex-Engineer 
craft, at New Orleans.... Two others 
seem hale andhearty; Amherst's HERBERT 
E. JONES a JASON, which recently had 
her texas enlarged; and D.W. WISHERD a 
LORETTA HOWARD, which emerged from a 
half-year lay-up in February.... The 
Engineer steamer SUTER was sold Febru- 
ary 7 toCaptain J.W. Menke of St. Lou- 
is.e.ee In March, Federal Barge Lines 
rejectedall bids for sale of their big 
MINNESOTA,sunk in the Missouri last May. 

Casualties: CHIEF POWHATAN a 
CHARLOTTE, sternwheel diesel towboat, 
sank at Martin's Ferry, Ohio, January 
27, after breaking her moorings and 
striking abridge. She was raised Feb- 
ruary 15 by the derrickboat MONALLO, 
elthough apparently not put back in 
commission, as diesel screw BULLFROG 
240269 has been renamed CHIEF POWHATAN. 
Seriously injured oy tire in February 
were the towboats MARCO (near Ottawa, 
Illinois) and WALKER NO. 9 (above Rose- 
dale, Mississippi).... At Galveston, 
Texas, on February 19, the tug AHEPA 
sank after colliding with the French 
liner DU BELLAY. 

New Diesel Towboats: BARRY DEAN, 
Rose Barge Line, 400 hp; CHARTIERS, U. 
S. Engineers, 640; JAMES E. LOSE, U.S. 
Steel, 1200; MOLLY K.,Koch Sand& Grav- 
el, 540;OUACHITA,Southern Barge Lines, 
18003; RL. IRELAND, Pittsburgh Consol- 
idation Coal, 1066; SUFFOLK, 1800; 
WEIRITER, Weirton Steel, 430. 

Deaths: On January 18, the Ohio 
River lost one of its foremost steam- 
boatmen and one of the last of the 
packet captains,Walter C. Booth. Cap- 
tain Booth was on the Upper Ohio-Mus- 
kingum River LIBERTY of 1912 to the end 
of her packet service in 19356, later 
commanding the Union Barge Line stern- 
wheel towboat RELIANCE until his re- 
tirement in 1945.... A month to the 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Harry Cotterell, Jr., Editor 
56 Alexander St., Newark 6, N.J. 


Atlantic Seaboard 


CITY OF NEW YORK 210704 a TALBOT, built at Sparrows Point 1912,at one time 
a Baltimore-Washington stateroom boat owned by the Baltimore & Virginia Steam- 
boat Company,has been dismantled at Keyport, N.J., where she had lain since be- 
ing blown ashorein the hurricane of November 25, 1950. Since 1936 she had been] 
@ summer excursion vessel owned by the New York & Keansburg Steamboat Co. So 
chalk off another sidewheeler. CITY OF NEW YORK's engine was a two-cylinder in- 
clined, with Corliss valve gear. The cylinders were both high-pressure, the 


engine not being compounded. PGC 

GENERAL YATES and GENERAL HORTON, 
the former Great Lakes auto ferries 
which, following their war service in 
N. Y. Harbor, were purchased by the N. 
Y. & Keansburg Steamboat Co. but never 
used, have been sold for junk to Doan 
Salvage Co. at Bordentown, N. J. 

A new diesel double-ender of Eads 
Johnson design has been built on Rond- 
out Creek, near Kingston, N. Y., for 
the Shelter Island & Greenport Ferry 
Company. PROSPECT reportedly has been 
chosen for her name. DCR 

Trailerships ALBANY and NEW YORK, 
converted LSTs,have been brought around 
to New York from lay-up at Chester, Pa., 
by their new owners, American and Over- 
seas Chartering Corporation, and were 
scheduled to make still another attempt 
to open service between their namesake 
citiesMay19. The dock facilities are 
to be operated by Trailer Terminal Corp. 
end the loading floats are at the foot 
of West 29th St.,New York City, and in 
Albany, a quarter-mile south of the 
grain elevator. Capt. Frank Briggs, 
formerly of PETER STUYVESANT, had one 
and Capt. George Carroll, the other. 

Hudson River Day Line is expanding 
its service this year. ALEXANDER HAM- 
ILTON's daily Poughkeepsie service will 
be extended to include Catskill on Mon- 
days and Fridays beginning June 30. 
The day previous, ROBERT FULTON will 
open the Bear Mountain service, daily 
except Fridays. During the racing sea- 
son at Monmouth Park, June 14-August 9, 
PETER STUYVESANT will operate to Atlan- 
tic Highlands,replacing scrapped SANDY 
HOOK. Shewill stop at 69th St.,Brook- 
lyn, en route. 

One hundred forty years of steam 
ferry service on the Delaware at Phila- 
delphia were ended when HADDONFIELD 
tied up in her Camden slip shortly af- 
ter 9:30 p. m, March 31. MILLVILLE 
had tied up not long before. BRIDGETON, 
the spare boat, was laid up in a near- 
by slip. Soonafter came the announce-~ 
ment that the three boats were to be 
taken to Baltimore to be scrapped. 

JERSEY SHORE, late of the New Cas- 
tle ferry,now operates Chester-Bridge- 
port. On May 12 a rain squall served 


CITY OF NEW YORK 


-=-Clark photo 


to introduce her to the mudbank off 
Bridgeport, and she spent 8 hours fast 
in the muck. 

FLORIDA remains in a New Castle 
slip, but reports have her about to 


follow twin NEW YORK to Norfolk. WASH- 
INGTON, PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, CIN- 
CINNATI and CHICAGO joined the doleful 
parade to the Baltimore scrapyards. 
Wilson Line's steamer MOUNT VERNON 
a CITY OF CAMDEN took an excursion par- 
ty from Phila.and Chester to Locust 
Point and Broadway Pier, Baltimore, A- 
pril 27. BAY BELLE a CITY OF WILMING- 
TON was to do likewise May 24, but the 
Army Engineers closedthe Canal to any- 
thing longer than 200' due to the HAYES 
disaster. Last-minute permission was 
granted to take BAY BELLE through, but 
without passengers. She is 201.7'long. 
To avoid cancelling the charter, BAY 
BELLE was sent through deadhead, with 
CITY OF WASHINGTON a CITY OF CHESTER 
(191.8')preceding her with the passen- 
ers. They were landed at Betterton 
shades of the Ericsson Line!), and after 
a shore dinner, went on to Baltimore a- 
board BAY BELLE,which will remain there 
for the summer. CITY OF WASHINGTON 
deadheaded back to Philadelphia, where 
her scheduled charter trip to Riverview 
Beach had been taken over by diesel 
LIBERTY BELLE, fresh from fitting out 
for her New York service. 
Philadelphia's heavy-duty ice- 
breaker, JOHN WEAVER, built 1906, has 
been sold for scrap to North American 
Smelting Co. of Wilmington, Del., and 
is being dismantled at Bordentown. 
SSHSA Summer meeting, Burlington, Vt., 
Aug.16-17. Two days on the 'TI'. See p.50. 
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ATLANTIC SEABOARD(New England-Canada), 
Doris V. Green, Editor, 126 Broad 
Street Groton, Connecticut 


Down Newfoundland way, the follow- 
ing Canadian National (ex-Nfld. Govt.) 
fleet. operates: BAR HAVEN (Argentia- 
Port-aux-Basques), SPRINGDALE (Lewis- 
porte-Shoe Cove; Lewisporte - Fogo), 
NORTHERN RANGER (St. John's - Corner 
Brook via Strait of Belle Isle), BURGEO 
and CABOT STRAIT (Port-aux-Basques- 
North Sydney, N. S.), KYLE (Newfound- 
land-Labrador). 

Recent Nova Scotia literature shows 
these old-timers still running: ASPY 
(steam - Sydney -Ingonish - Neil's Har- 
bor-Dingwall-Bay St. Lawrence), LAKE- 
VIEWaPRINCESS (steam - Sydney-Baddeck- 
Whycocomagh), ULNA (steam - Sydney-Ile 
Madame via Bras d'Or Lakes-Montague, 
P.E.I.,via Strait of Canso), AREV (81! 
diesel built 1912 at Nyack, N.Y. - Mul- 
grave -Arichat (Ile Madame) -Canso), 
O-WERA (Mulgrave-Canso). Fine old 
steamer MAGDALENa LOVAT was still run- 
ning between Pictou and the Magdalen 
Islands, Que., last August. 

R. W. Goodspeed reports that Alton 
B. Sharp, Pres., Eastern SS Co., has 
announced YARMOUTH will resume her tri- 
weekly Boston-Yarmouth service June 27, 
Earlier there had been reports that 
Eastern was about to sell its twins, 
EVANGELINE and YARMOUTH, to South Amer- 
ican interests. 

NANTASKET, ALLERTON, and FRANCIS 
SCOTT KEY, the former Nantasket boats 
which wintered at Baltimore, were pur- 
chased in April by the North American 
Smelting Co. of Wilmington, Del., and 
are being broken up at Bordentown, Pa. 
MOHAWK, their former running mate which 
arrived at Baltimore in tow from Bos- 
ton during February, became the victim 
of scrappers instead of being convert- 
ed to a barge. 

At Shelburne Harbor, Lake Cham- 
plain, TICONDEROGA is reported to have 
received a new stack and is being put 
in readiness for a season which was to 
open prior to Decoration Day. 

YANKEE a MACHIGONNE b HOOK MOUN- 
TAIN c BLOCK ISLAND, has undergone ex- 
tensive alterationsat New London. Car 
space is enlarged, and she hasa new la- 
dies'room and lounge. She is to return 
to the Point Judith - Block Island run 
about mid-June, replacing SPRIGG CAR- 
ROLL for the summer. The latter start- 
ed her week-end night runs two weeks 
earlier than usual, on May 2. The CAR- 
ROLL, for many years a U.S.Army Quar- 
termaster Corps vessel, was named for 
Samuel Sprigg Carroll, West Pointer, 
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wounded Civil War general, and member 
of the distinguished Maryland family 
of which Charles Carroll of Carroliton 
is the best-known member. 

Boston tug EILEEN ROSS a DANIEL 
We RIGONEY b We. J. MOODY c CLEVELAND, 
which sankat T Wharf December 10,1951, 
has been sold to New London interests 
and replaced by Portland-built PEJEP- 
SCOT. Larger and more powerful than 
the ROSS, PEJEPSCOT has been equipped 
with radar and renamed CAPTAIN JOSEPH 
ROSS. Thus she honors three members of 
the Ross family: Capt. Joseph Ross, 
founder of the Ross Towboat Co., his 
grandson Joseph, present owner,anda 
great-grandson. 


ATLANTIC SEABOARD (Chesapeake Bay and 
South), John L. Lochhead, Editor, Mar- 
iners' Museum, Newport News, Virginia 


The recently dieselized ferry 
NEWPORT NEWS hada run of bad luck 
early in February. She rammed the 
landing apron on the Newport News side, 
causing minor damage. Four days later 
while bound for Norfolk her bow dipped 
under water, and cars on the starboard 
side gotawetting. Local papers report- 
ed that a deckhand began dealing life 
preservers like cards in a poker game. 

Paddler CITY OF RICHMOND also got 
intothe news when she ran aground dur- 
ing a heavy squall while boundfrom Old 
Point Comfort to Willoughby Spit. Due 
to reach Willoughby at 11:45 p.m., she 
did not arrive until 3:05 a.m. 

More cheering to commuters on the 
Pine Beach ferries was the news that 
the Virginia Department of Highways 
was the successful bidder on the former 
New Castle-Pennsville ferry NEW YORK, 
an ll-year-old steamer that can accom- 
odate 68 cars and 400 passengers. NEW 
YORK arrived in Norfolk April 27 and, 
after receiving the new name of NORFOLK 
anda short overhaul, went to the relief 
of the other ferries, which have been 
hard-pressed to meet the heavy traffic 
on the Boat Harbor run. 

Within a year four Virginia ferry 
lines will go out of business with the 
opening of new bridges across the York, 
Piankatank, New, and North Landing 
Rivers. The operation ofa fifth ferry, 
the Norfolk-Portsmouth, will depend on 
how the new tunnel-bridge between Nor- 
folk and Portsmouth reacts upon ferry 
traffic. The bridge was opened late 
in April and the tunnel was scheduled 
for use in the latter part of May. 

The Yorktown- Gloucester Bridge 
which opened May 7 deprived the state 
ferries VIRGINIA and YORK ot employment. 
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Phila. & Norfolk SS Co. (See SB,1:69) 
Another belated obituary of a fa- 
miliar vessel is that of the former | 
expires in September. collier MIDDLESEX, which was broken up 
Capt. Calvin B. Knight,75, former | early in 1951, after having become a 
skipper of the C&O steamer VIRGINIA, | barge in 1949. 
died March 15. VIRGINIA DARE, once an Old Domin- 
ACCOMAC was chartered by the NYP&N | ion steamboat and later amotor vessel, 
for the Cape Charles -Norfolk run to | has gone to the junkyard after idling 
relieve ELISHA LEE for the latter's | for many years at Colonna's, Norfolk. 
annual spring overhaul. The ACCOMAC Pennsylvania RR tugs PARKSLEY, 
was also host to a group of Virginia | CAPE CHARLES and POCOMOKE have been bro-. 
legislators for an inspection of shipping | ken up after long idleness at Little 
facilities about Hampton Roads,Norfolk, | Creek, Va. For years they towed car- 
and Newport News. floats between Cape Charlesunda Norfolk 
It is reported from Baltimore that | and later Little Creek. 
Mr. Wills,the excursion boat operator, CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW continues in the 
has purchased an ex-LCI named DOLPHIN | excursion trade at Bermuda. A recent 
from Florida andwill enlarge and stream- | advertisement listed her as leaving 
line it if steel is available. HGW | Hamilton at 10 a.m. for a three-hour 
CAMBRIDGE 107216a ATLANTA was lost | sail to St. George. Apparently she was 
May 1-2, 1950, when she struck rocks | never officially renamed SOMERS ISLE, 
outside Sao Luiz de Maranhao Harbor | asarecent photo shows CHAUNCEY M. DE- 
and was beached on Coroa dos Ovos, 20 | PEW on her pilot house. 
miles from Itacolomi Lighthouse, where Grant Taylor, having wintered in 
she became a total loss. One of the | St. Petersburg, sends notes of the Bee 
first boats on Chesapeake Line's Balt- | Line ferries there. Says Grant: "The 
imore - Norfolk route, CAMBRIDGE later | four boats are single-ended double-end- 
saw service in Gulf of Mexico, on the | ers, or double-ended single-enders. 
Colonial Line, Sound SS Lines, and in | Take your choice for designation. With 
1941, shortly before going to the Ama- | one rudder, one pilot house, yet the 
zon River, ran as a freight boat for | vehicles driveon or drive off at either 
end." All four are diesel. 
Three are converted steamers, 
the fourth apparently a rebuilt 
landing craft and larger than 
the others. PINELLAS a WIL- 
MINGTON in 1882 was the origin- 
al Wilson Liner at Philadelphia. 
SARASOTA is a JOHN F. SMITH b 
ROYAL PALM c CITY GF TAMPA, an- 
other former . pass. propeller 
from Philadelphia. MANATEE a 
JOSIE was built at Jefferson- 
ville, Indiana. HILLSBOROUGH, 
: the converted landing vessel, 
is the only one of the four big 
--Graham Marine Photo enough to carry large trucks. 


INLAND RIVERS (Continued from page 43 
day after Captain Booth's death, he was 
followed by Captain Ernest H. Clifton, 
also a veteran of packet service on 
the Muskingum. 

Personals: On March 11, Captain 
Frederick Way, Jr.,addressed the Upper 
Ohio Valley Chemical Society at Mari- 
etta, Ohio, on “Ohio River Travel." 
phe pt Faas as Editor estes 
Q 8 shipboard newspaper reene 
Lion Courier,on the Mardi ones tripesc. 
William &. Reed, steamboat painter and 
photographer (SB,viii:1,75), exhibited 
a painting of J. M. WHITE underway at 
the late-winter Associated Artists' 
Show, Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh. 


With so many ferries now idle in this 
area, the sidewheeler CITY OF RICHMOND 
may be retired before her certificate 


— —— ae 
CAMBRIDGE a ATLANTA 


ANCIENT STEAMER 'MALAREN' RETIRED * * 

News was received recently from 
Stockholm that the oldest ship under the 
flag of Sweden has been sold to Belgian 
shipbreakers. She is the 104-year-old 
steamer MALAREN, built in 1848 at the 
Motala Shipyard in Norrkoping. 

Originally GOTHEBORG, her name was 
changed to HANS BRASK in 1865, to HJO 
in 1875, to KOPING in 1882, ARBOGA in 
1889, VESTMANLAND in 1911, to FENIX in 
1919, and to MALAREN in 1926. 

During her century of service, she 
was reengined twice, burned once, was 
lengthened once. Her last owner was 
Capt. 0.Kolmodin,who bought herin '39. 
TES 
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Great Lakes 


A spate of bad news comes in 
just as we go to press: Captain 
Hamilton reports that G.A.BOECK- 
LING is through as a Cedar Point 
and Sandusky ferry. The veteran 
double-ended paddler, whose en- 
gine came from NEW YORK a SHREWS- 
BURY (1887), is being replaced 
by two 65-foot diesels. FEH 

Another blow - PUT-IN-BAY 
will not operate this season. She 
remains tied up at the same dock 
as the four D&C steamers at De- 
troit, “beginning to look as din- — 
gy and rusty as they." EJD. 

Turning to happier news, we 
hear COLUMBIA and STE. CLAIRE o- 
perate as usual to Bob-Lo. NORTH 
and SOUTH AMERICAN make their 
usual cruises, as do KEEWATIN and AS- 
SINIBOIA. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER in service 
between Milwaukee and Muskegon... 

Owen Sound Transportation Company 
has NORGOMA and NORMAC on the Owen Sd.- 
Soo route, and NORISLE on the Tober- 
mory-South Baymouth ferry run. 

MIDLAND CITY a AMERICA and CITY 
OF DOVER operate Penetang-Parry Sound, 
and Midland-Honey Harbor,respectively. 

late Flash: JOHN ROEN V a CUMBER- 
LAND (USECorps) won the third annual 
International Tugboat Race at Detroit 
May 24. The Sturgeon Bay diesel (Ber- 
nard Gjerde, Master)is the first U. S. 
vessel to win the race. Last year's 
winner, ATOMIC of Amherstburg, was tem- 
porarily disabled by an engineroom ex- 
plosion and finished sixth. 

The new Canadian ore carrier SIR 
JAMES DUNN made her first trip May 5th. 
Part of CSL's fleet, whe measures 664x 
67, 18,500 tons capacity on 22' dreft. 
JAMES NORRIS, of identical dimensions 
but owned by Upper Lakes Line (Can.), 
followed shortly after. EJD 

Interlake SS Co. freighter ELTON 
HOYT, rechristened ALEX D. CHISHOLM at 
Duluth April 5. New ore carrier ELTON 
HOYT II launched March 7 at Baltimore. 

Huron Portland Cement Co., De- 
troit,bought C1l-M-AV1 COASTAL DELEGATE 
from Southern SS Co. of N.Y. Built in 
1945 at Wilmington, Calif., she will be 
converted at Hoboken and brought to 
the Lakes via Mississippi R. for ser- 
vice hauling cement in 1953. 

C4 MARINE ROBIN being converted 
at Baltimore and Pascagoula to ore car- 
rier for Hansand Corp. Will measure 
710x71.5 and will reach Lakes in two 
sections, also via Mississippi River. 

Other new-ship notes: CASON J. 
CALLOWAY launched March 22 at Detroit. 
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Rev. Canon F. C. St. Clair, Editor 
514 N. HRighth St., Manitowoc, Wis. 


G. A. BOECKLING in 1951 --Clark photo 


CHARLES L. HUTCHINSON launched in Feb- 
ruary at Bay City for Hutchinson & Co. 

Mr. John G. Munson, retired U.S. 
Steel executive after whom 666-foot 
JOHN G. MUNSON, building at. Manitowoc, 
is named, died in New York City. For- 
mer JOHN G. MUNSON has been rechris- 
tened IRVIN L. CLYMER, 

Reoch SS Co. Ltd., Montreal, has 
rechristened four vessels it bought last 
summer from Diamond SS Co., Owen Sound. 
BLANCHE HINDMAN is now PARKDALE; GEORGE 
HINDMAN now BROOKDALE; HELEN HINDMAN, 
CLOVERDALE; HOWARD HINDMAN, “ORESTDALE. 

An old acquaintance returns to the 
Lakes: SERVITOR was built inEngland by 
the Admiralty in 1914 and used to fuel 
navel vessels in North Sea during World 
War I. Bought in 1919 by McColl-Fron- 
tenac Oi1 Co. Ltd., Toronto, renamed 
B. Be. McCALL, and used to carry crude 
oil Buffalo - Toronto. Purchased 1928 
by Ohio Tankers, Inc.,rebuilt,rechris- 
tened A. J. PATMORE and operated on the 
Lakes to 1939, when sold to Reinauer 
Transportation Co., New York. During 
World War II was taken over by U. S. 
Navy as an oiler, then returned to 
Reinauer. Rechristened PEGGY REINAUER 
in 1959. Now she has been purchased 
by Michigan Tankers, Inc.,Detroit, and 
will return to the Lakes. 

Gartland steamer WILLIAM E. FITZ- 
GERALD, which knocked down bridge over 
canal at Burlington, Ont., arrived at 
Lorain for repairs May 1. Her unload- 
ing boom collapsed. 

Kelley Island Lime &Transport Co. 
is spending $400,000 reconditioning its 
three vessels. HYDRO and ROCKWOOD are 
converted from steam to diesel-electric 
power and KELLEY ISLAND replated onher 
starboard side. 


Control of the Schwartz Sand & 
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Gravel Co. has been sold by K.V.Schwartz 
to other interests. Stanley Dupont of 
Detroit, former marine superintendent 
of Nicholson Transit Co. and Detroit & 
Cleveland Nav. Co., is a director and 
will be marine superintendent. The 
sale includes K. V. SCHWARTZ, built at 
Wyandotte as package freighter SYRACUSE 
for Western Transit Co., later renamed 
LAKEWOOD and now a sandsucker,. 

Hamburg - American Line freighter 
KONSUL SARTORI arrived at Cleveland at 
1:40 p.m. April 25,first foreign steam- 
er of the season. Norwegian TERNFJELL 
followed 35 minutes later. 

On June 14,Rev. Edward J. Dowling, 
S.J., SSHSA Director, broadcast a talk 
entitled "Carferries on the Detroit 
River" over CKLW, Windsor, Ontario. 

Late in April, member Erik Heyl of 
Buffalo, New York, had an exhibit of 
"about 48" of his drawings of early 
Great Lakes steamers at the Buffalo 
Historical Society. 


Sh 


Members of SSHSA & MHSD, and others, 
debarking fran PUT-IN-BAY at Port Huron 
during joint meeting, June 23, 1951. 


NIAGARA TO NEWFOUNDLAND, Robert W. 
Shepherd, Editor, Como, Quebec, Canada 


The admirable Canada Steamship 
Lines fleet list, compiled by John H. 
Bascom and currently running in in- 
stallments in The Detroit Marine His- 
torian, supplies afootnote to the Tree 
Line article in the March Bill. Of the 
four ships sold to Brazil just before 
the War, two were renamed as follows: 
BEECHBAY c MARIA THEREZA d GUARAPORE, 
ELMBAY d SIDERURGICA DOIS. 

PRINCE HENRY b NORTH STAR 


c EMe- 
PIRE PARKESTONE C156885, prewar Canad- 
ian National and later Clarke cruiging 


Sestacker, now runs Harwich-Hook of 
Holland in British Army leave service, 
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managed for the Min. of Transport by 
the General Steam Nav. Co. During the 
war her two forward stacks were trunked 
into one. She recently went tothe as- 
sistance of the famous 4-masted German 
bark PAMIR. 

FORT AMHERST B164573, Furness Red 
Cross liner chiefly on the NY-Halifax- 
St. John's run, has been sold to the 
British Ministry of Transport for an 
undisclosed use. 

LADY NELSON C155046 and LADY ROD- 
NEY C154460, last of Canadian National 
Steamships' “Lady Boats," will be re- 
tired following this season. Like her 
less lucky sisters, LADY NELSON was 
sunk during the war. She was raised, 
however, andwith LADY RODNEY, survived 
for a few more years' cruising. 

A decision in Admiralty Court in 
Montreal May 6 placed the responsibil- 
ity in the collision between CSL's ST. 
LAWRENCE and Italian freighter MARIA 
PAOLINA G on June 10, 1950, at the en- 
trance to the Saguenay River. The 
judge decided that “those in charge of 
the ST. LAWRENCE were gravely negligent 
in continuing at the speed and in the 
manner they did" in the dense fog pre- 
vailing at the time. 

ISLAND QUEEN C111881q@ STONEY LAKE 
is reported sold to Windsor, Ont. In 
recent seasons she has been making 
short sails on the lower Ottawa River. 

ISLAND KING II a DALHOUSIEZ CITY 
will operate as usual, on excursions 
down-river from Montreal. VILLE MARIE, 
formerly in the same service, is re- 
ported laid up and for sale. 

CSL's grain ship WINNIPEG was the 
first ship through the Lachine Canal 
this year, reaching Montreal April 20. 
STARMOUND, ELGIN, MAPLEHEATH, SIMCOE, 
and TEAKBAY, all with grain, and MEA- 
FORD, with coal, followed same day. 
All are CSL ships. : 

Maid of the Mist Steamboat Co. is 
to build a new MAID OF THE MIST to re- 
place one of the two Niagara Falls 
steamers now running, MAID OF THE MIST 
C90692, built Niagara Falls, Ont., in 
1885, and MAID OF THE MIST NO. 2 
C158275, built Niagara Falls, N.Y., in 
1892. The latter was fora time on U.S. 
register. 

Alan Howard of Toronto is report- 
ed trying to form a company to operate 
CAYUGA on her regular Niagara route. 

HAMILTONIAN a CHAMPION, former St. 
Lawrence River ferry, still a side- 
wheeler, reported fitting out for her 
Hamilton harbor cruises. FEH 

ELMER W. JONES is reported to be 
no longer operating on the Brockville- 
Morristown ferry. FEH 
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Liner notes: Superliner 
UNITED STATES sailed May 14 
for her builder's trials off 
the Virginia coast. She is 
scheduled to gail on her maid- 
en voyage tothe channel ports 
July Srd. Another new arri- 
val expected in New York this 
summer is the newcC. G. T. 
FLANDRE, due July 23rd. It 
is reported that the new Por- 
tuguese liner VERA CRUZ, Cia 
Colonial, will be in service 
from New York to Portugal. 
The keel of a new Italian 
pirate ese DUILIO, intended 

or e ew York run, has 
been laid. LA GUARDIA(1944) SOCRATES 
a GEN.W.P.RICHARDSON,will return to the 
Atlantic for M.S.T.S. BARRETT (1952) 
@ PRES. JACKSON, newM.S.T.S. transport, 
has been delivered. She was launched 
1950 for American President Lines! 
round-the-world service. Home Lines! 
ATLANTIC & MALOLO opened a new Quebec 
to Europe service. EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND 
had her masts bobbed 43 feet to get 
under Jacques Cartier Bridge at Mont- 
real, and became the largest vessel 
to visit that Canadian metropolis. 

Scuttlebutt: PRES.COOLIDGE(1931), 
former Dollar Line ship, sunk by mine 
in the South Pacific during World War 
II, will be salvaged for scrap by an 
Australian firm. DONGEDYK (1929) a 
DELFDIJK, Holland America Line, was 
seriously damaged by fire at Vancouver, 
B.C., on April 28th. She was on her 
first trip after post-war conversion. 
SILVERSTAR, Bernstein cruise liner, is 
due to arrive in New York on May 19th 
to start a series of Nassau cruises. 
Prudential Steamship Company has pur- 
chased SAN ANGELO VICTORY (1945) and 
NEWBERRY VICTORY (1945) from the Sea- 
trade Corporation. 

Broken up: EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA 
More Can. Pacific aTIRPITZ; ATLANTIS 
1913), Royal Mails; VOLENDAM (1922) 
Holland America; LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE 
(1914), Union Castle; TAIREA (1924), 
British Indias; REPUBLIC (1907) a PRES. 
GRANT, passed through the Panama Canal 
in tow en route to Baltimore to be 
broken up. WHARTON a SOUTHERN CROSS is 
being brokenup by Bethlehem Steel Corp. 
in Seattle,Tom Sandry reports. Thought 
to be the largest vessel ever to go up 
the Duwamish R. above Spokane St. bridge. 

Name c es:DIAMOND CEMENT(1919) 
a EASTERN COAST, has been sold to Sic- 
ilian owners and renamed ZANCLE. CAPE 
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MOHICAN (1942) is now YUCATAN 
Cuba Mail. SOUTHWAVE (1943) 
Atlantic SS Co.) is now AMERSEA 
ocean SS Co.), SPARTANBURG VICTORY 
(1945) is now NEVA WEST (Bloomfield Ss 
Coe). STEEL MARINER (1920) (Isthmian) 
is now ABRAHAM GRAETZ (Israel). Two 
recent additions to the Cunard cargo 
fleet are the ALSATIA lass! @ SILVER- 
PLANE and the ANDRIA (1948) a SILVER- 
BRIAR, former Silver Line freighters. 
These vessels, strictly cargo, are dis- 
tinctive for their two-funneled passen- 
cor liner appearance. QUISTCONCKa Eu- 
IRE FALCON c BARNBY, first of the Hog 
Islanders, is now d@ MARIANDRIA (Pan.), | 
having been sold to Italian owners for 
140,000 pounds sterling. MEMNON(1921) 
b EMPIRE MOUFLON c PRESTON has been sold 
Panamanian and renamed AVANCE. She is 
presently inthe Karachi trade. CASTLE 
POINT (1919) b HAMLIN F. McCORMICK c 
CHI TUNG d MARION recently hadher Pan- 
amanian registry revoked for trading in 
war materiel with Red China. 

Collisions: Lykes Lines' BARBARA 
LYKES (1944) a MNEPTUNE'S CAR scraped | 
gasoline tanker F. L. HAYES (1946) in 
the Chesapeake & Delaware Canal early 
May 15. Bull Lines' ANGELINA (1943) a | 
BEN F. DIXON was following the LYKES, 
and just as she drew abreast of the 
HAYES, the latter's cargo erupted in | 
flame, badly searing ANGELINA's side. 
The HAYES was grounded and sank, but 
continued burning for several weeks. 
The canal was kept closed because of 
the danger of explosion. Farrell Liner 
CAPE MARTIN (1944) and Portuguese MONTE 
BRASIL (1948) incollision April 26 off 
Atlantic City. Only the latter was 
much damaged. WILLIAM EATON (1942), 
carrying coal, went agroundoff To-Shima, 
Japan, April 14, and broke up. 


50 STEAMBOAT 


Bol Leds OF 
A publication relating primarily to North American steam and other power vesselse,past and present. 
by The Steamship Historical Society of America,Inc. The success of Steamboat Bill depends on sustained cooperation of SSHSA 


STEAMBOAT 


historians and collectors, 
members. 


Opinions expressed by authors are not necessarily those of the editors. 


Belsual June 1952 


BUACC TS 
Issued to promote and coordinate the activities of 


Subscription is by membership in-the Society. Active membership, 


three dollars. Send applications and inquiries to Edwin A.Patt, Secretary,53 Annawamscutt Road,West Barrington,Rhode Island. Single copies, 75 cents, 


Pilot House’ 


i # 


ert W. Shepherd, 


foundland.' Bob, long an active 


Number 42 - - June, 1952 - - Volume IX, Mumber 2 


Editor 
Cc. Bradford Mitchell, 3 Phoenix Street, Fairhaven, Massachusetts 


Associate Editor in Charge. This Issue 
Edward O. Clark, 490 East Abington Ave., adelphia 18,Pennsylvania 


; Associate Editors 

Jay Allen (founder), 2 Saffer Court, Urbana, Illinois 
Frank 0. Braynard (past editor), 213 Glen Ave., Sea Cliff, L.I., N.Y. 
R. Loren Graham (photo editor), 108 Ferragut Road, Swampscott, Mass. 
Hazel E. Mills 39 West Twenty-Fourth Avenue, Eugene, Oregon 
Edwin A. Patt tcirculation) ,53 Annawemscutt Road,West Barrington,R.I. 
Victor E. Scrivens, 565 First Street, Westfield, New Jersey 
Frederick Way, Jre, 121 River Avenue, Sewickley, Pennsylvania 
James Wilson (indexing), 215-28 47th Avenue, Bayside 61, New York 


Regional Editors es Indicated in Their Sections 

Those of our readers intrepid e- 
nough to read the fine print above will 
note that a new name has been added. 
Hazel E. Mills, who has consented to 
become an Associate Hditor, is no stran- 
ger to these pages, however, for our 
issue of April, 1942, included her fine 
article on steamers of the Colunbia 
River system. For American Neptune she 
has written of Colorado River steamboats. 
It softens our sense of loss in the re- 
cent death of her husband, Rand, and 
gives us great pride,toknow Hazel will 
be working with us. 

A word of welcome also goes to Rob- 


Como, Quebec, Canada, as Regional Hditor for ‘Niagara to New- 
steamship man, is familiar to our readers as 


author of many articles concerning steamboats of eastern Canada. 


The Society 
SSHSA Log Saturday-Sunday, 


will hold another summer meeting at Burlington, Vt., on 
August 16-17, 


We have worc from member Ralph Hill, 


President of Shelburne Steamboat Company, that TICONDEROGA has been thoroughly 


redecorated andis in tiptop condition. 


The meeting will includea Saturday aft- 


ernoon sailing, dinner Saturday night, andanall-day cruise on tke "TI" Sunday. 


Write for overnight reservations to Oakledge Manor, Burlington--the same as 


Those 


and be sure to 
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attending the meeting at Burlington last year can vouch for a most 
delightful weekend--one of the best meetings we have ever held. 
portunity to enjoy two days of steamboatin' at its best! 
include them in your vacation itinerary. 


Here is your op- 
Keep the dates in mind 
If you have ary ques- 


tions regarding the meeting, write Ralph Hill, Box 771, Burlington, Vt., or your 


Secretary, West Barrington, R. I. 
many plan to attend. 


Reviews 
Steamboats in the Timber, by Ruby El 
Hult. Caldwell (Idaho), Caxton Print- 
ers, 1952. 209 pages. Ill. 4.00. 
The inland lake is perhaps the 
field of North American steamboating 
most neglected in published histories. 
Yet,if a retrospective census could be 
taken to find what proportion the 
steamers of lakes other than the Great 
Lakes have borne to the total steamboat 
population of the United States and 
Canada, the results might be surpris- 
ing. iuost such craft,being intrastate, 
were excluded from federal] records. 
This and their local character tend to 
reduce the published information avail- 
able on them, Hence it is imperative 
now, with lake steamboating all but ex- 
tinct, that "live" testimony be collec- 
ted and set down while still available 
to piece out the meager printed record. 


Drop a card to the latter to let us knowhow 
No further notices concerning this meeting will be mailed. 


In this book,iiiss Hult, SSHSA mem- 
ber and former PSNHS officer, has done 


such a service for the steamboating of. 


Lake Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. It was pe- 
culiarly needed,for Coeur d'Alene, she 
points out, saw more steamboating than 
any other lake west of Superior. A na- 
tive of the region herself, she went 
directly to local sources: newspapers, 
court and municipal records, and sur- 
vivors of the steamboat epoch. Since 
the last passenger steamers had van- 
ished by the late thirties, it was high 
time. ore than one of her informants 
has died since the book was started. 
Itis hard to hold ones enthusiasm 
for the book in check. Its style is 
engaging and humorous, its tone factual 
and authoritative. The boats move a- 
gainst a vivid background of local 
scenery, industrial evolution, and so- 
cial change. Themining, logging,home- 
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steading ,finance, and sightseeing which 
were the boats' reason for being are 
richly portrayed, withthe manners they 
fostered, and many of the leading human 
actors. lost important, the boats them- 
selves are recreated as personalities. 

Ihe book is well illustrated and 
indexed. If one thing is missed by the 
student, it may be a ready means of 
getting together the vital statistics 
on any given boat. These tend to be 
scattered through the narrative, and 
sometimes even a diligent use of the 
index fails to fill in a complete pic- 
tures. Ay yiists wor “tabulation ofthe 


steamers involved would be a useful ap-. 


pendix to any future edition. But, in 
the overall view, iiss Hult deserves 
only praise for what she has produced 
--the best thing of its kind in years. 


transatlantic Paddle Steamers, by H. 
| Philip Spratt, Glasgow (brown, Son & 
werguson,ltid.); 19614" *Sepp.* 111.776. 

This factual account of thirty- 
two early transatlantic vessels un- 
doubtedly will becomea source book for 
future historians of this interesting 
trade route. The author, who is with 
the Science Museum of London, is in the 
favorable position of acquiring sauthor- 
itative data and thus has produced a 


volume which, though small in size, is 


packed with essential information re- 
garding the early transatlantic paddle 
steamers. A thorough descriptive ac- 
count is given of these vessels, rang- 
ing from the famous SAVANNAH through 
such others as GREAT WESTERN, BRITANNIA, 
HIBERNIA, ATLANTIC, PERSIA, ADRIATIC, 
GRHAT EASTERN, SCOTIA, and ending with 
the French Line paddle steamer WASHING- 
TON. Bight of the steamships are il- 
lustrated by excellent half - tones. 
Attached to the volume are several in- 
teresting charts showing construction, 
dimensions, and machinery. A very 
useful index completes the book. 

This type of publication will not, 
it would seem, have strong appeal to 
those who only seek a narrative form of 
reading matter. However, to those who 
delve seriously into the histories of 
ships, it does provide a wealth of ac- 
curate and concise material. --EWS 


The Great Steamboat Race between the 
WATCHEZ end the ROB'T. BE. LEE, by Koy 
L.Barkhau. Cincinnati (Picture isarine 
Publishing Co.),1952. 48pp. Ill. $1.00. 

",...eourprisingly little is known 
or has been written about the ROB. LE. 
LEE-NATCHEZ race, one of the outstand- 
ing highlights in American history." 
So states the author in his foreward. 
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With one blowhe then proceeds to recti- 
fy the situation ina book that is a 
delight to read, and in which a stéam- 
boat legend is brought to life. A 
great deal of care has been taken to 
make the story accurate and complete. 
Portraits and biographies of Capts. 
Cannon and Leathers are included, as 
well as tables of running time, crew 


| lists, and other items of interest. ‘fhe 


ell the 
two racers. One 


illustrations include known 
photographs of the 
shows the LEE in action towards the 
end of the race. lir. Barkhau has given 


us a lively and interesting work. ZOC 


Showboats: The History of an American 


institution, by Philip Graham. Austin, 
University of Texas Press, 1951. 224 
pastes 111 ss. 

In this volume Professor Graham 
undertakes to tell for the first time 
in undistorted detail the story of the 
American (which means for the most part 
the western river) showboat. we should 
perhaps ticket the book "collateral 
reading," since showboats were not as a 
rule steamboats. They were first cou- 
sins, however, vhich oved their mobility 
in most cases to steam towboats, end 
there are cross-links too many to list. 

Apart from the towing steamers 
(about 30 are named), SSHSA readers 
will find particular interest in the 
few out-and-out steam showboats. These 
include BANJO of the 1850's and JAMES 
RAYLOND of the same era, which towed 
the big Spaulding and Rogers FLOATING 
CIRCUS PALACE and at the same time en- 
tertained patrons in an "elegant con- 
cert saloon" of her own. iiost inter- 
esting, perhaps because most mysteri- 
ous, are two early boats of William 
Chapman: STEAMBOAT THEATRE of 1836 and 
CHAPMAN'S FLOATING PALACE of 1847. Al- 
most no details of this pair are given. 
The mystery is deepened by the facts 
that neither shows upin the Lytle List 
and that Graham himself does not seem 
to treat themas steamers in the chron- 
ological iist he prints as an appendix. 

"An Early American NEPTUNE,"Alex= 
ander Crosby Brown, The American Nep- 
tune, April,1952, pages 148-155. Ill. 
FANTAIL (continued from back cover 
ing on steamboat topics - whether on 
the Western Rivers, Great Lakes, Hast 
Coast, Gulf Coast or west Coast, etce, 
we could publish that information so 
that our readers might be able to help 
these people in their research. In 
turn, these people might publish part, 
or all, of their findings in Steamboat 
Bill. So now, happy summer steamboat- 
ing to you ail! - - ST#ALMBOAT BILL 
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Heard Send FANTAIL views, 

reminiscences, news 
On The of members, gripes, 
Fantail ana notes on opera- 
tion to Jay Allen, Saffer 
Court 2, Urbana, Illinois. 


While the accompany- 
ing illustration may not 
rate according tomost dic- 
tionaries and glossaries 
as a "Fantail" view, I be- 
lieve most of us would ra- 
ther find ourselves in this 
relationship to the fantail 
a deck or two below, than 
to be ashore watching the 
fantail recede from us, as 
is the case with most of 
the fantail views shown on 
this page. 
His caption for it reads: 
1908), Easter Excursion, April 1909." 


"After Promenade Deck, S.S. CITY OF SAVANNAH 
I can think of no more appropriately nos- 
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The present view was contributed by Roland Carr of Ossipee, N.H. 


(built 


talgic view for a summer number of Steamboat Bill than this. 


And here isa companion piece 


from Harry Erskine taking us back to. 


the same era of steamboating. He ran 
across a poem entitled "The Deckhands" 
in an anthology called Songs of lien, 
compiled by Robert Frothingham. The 
author is given as "Anonymous," and 
Harry wonders if any of our readers 
might know the author. It starts out: 
"There's some is bums from city slums;" 
and ends, "We're the guys they can't 
get along without." Then Harry goes 
on to say: 

"I never read the above poem but 
what my mind goes back to the white 
paddlewheelers taking on spuds and 
those heavy creamery jugs at the East- 
ern SS Company's wharf at Winterport, 
Maine. The Old Man leaning over the 
topside deck-rail, just keeping an eye 
on things. Summer folks a-goofin' at 
the passengers and vice-versa. Wharf 
agent Jim Nason and a couple of truck- 
men standing by to let go the lines. 

Some twenty of us snorty-nosed, 
barefooted urchins swarming over the 
pilings, tripping on heaving lines, and 
playing tag in and sbout the warehouse. 
And best of all, the third mate, with 
a hell of a big cud of B-L in one side 
of his jaw and looking mean (ina good- 
natured sort of way) while the deck- 
nands rolled those cream jugs on their 
trucks to the top of the slip and slid 
them down lickety-split across the 
gangplank onto the freight deck. Hand- 
ling a heavy freight truck and jugat 
low tide,slipping and sliding down one 
of those slippery gangplanks, and then 
making a sharp turn aft or forward 
while ducking the line of empty trucks 


upward-bound was no mean feat. I don't 
recall ever having seen one capsize." 

Well, Harry, it seems to me we oc- 
casionally saw a barrel of fish or a | 
box of canned "French Sardines" bust 
open aS a result of a collision under | 
these circumstances - but maybe only a 
dozen times or so in the twenty years 
we rode the Hastern's steamers between 
Boston and Seal Harbor. iiany thanks 
for your vivid description of this al- 
ways fascinating scene. Now let's have 
some more personal anecdotes, as de- 
scribed on page 28 of the March issue. 
None have come in since March, so I am 
holding this over to the September is- 
sue in hopes you'll] have more time and 
inclination towrite during the summer. 

Meantime I'd like to acknowledge 
receipt of the following "Fantail Views" 
which will be used as occasion or re- 
quests from readers demand. The name 
of the vessel shown follows the name 
of the contributor: i 

George Hilton, CITY OF DETROIT III, 
C. H. Luffbarry, ROBERT FULTON and SAN 
PAWENTO of Vigo; Dan iicCormick, SOREL- 
DOC; Capt. Ross Haton, ALEXANDER HAM- 
ILTON; George Higgins, D.J.PURDY(l1st). 
Our thanks to all of you, gentlemen! 
Now you other Fantailers, send us some 
views from other parts of the country, 
especially Western Rivers, and the 
West Coast. 

Finally, here's a way that_our 
readers can beof real help to the cause 
of steamboat history and research. If 
you could let us know of people, in- 
cluding college students,who are work- 
(continued at bottom of preceding page) 


